
PTO Meeting minutes 

Wednesday April 11, 2018 at 7pm 

13 attendees, 3 teachers, 1 principal 

Welcome 

 Call to Order / introductions 

 March minutes approved  

Principal’s Report: 

• Calendar –  

• APRIL 

o 11/12         ELA PSSA Testing (Grades 3,4,5) 

o 11               PTO Meeting  7:00pm 

o 17/18         Math PSSA Testing (Grades 3,4,5) 

o 20               Earth Day Celebration 

o 24/25         Science PSSA Testing (Grade 4 only) 

o 27               Character Assembly “Cooperation” 

  
• MAY 

o 3                 Half day – Conferences (evening too) 

o 4                 Half day – Conferences 

o 4                 2nd Grade Hobby Show 

o 8                 Evening of the Arts/Worrall 60th Anniversary 

o 10               School Store (last one) 

o 15               No School 

o 16               PTO Meeting 7:00 pm 

 

• Principal Transition – Mr. Beltrante will be going to the high school in July. He is excited to meet 

up with our current students again and to see the current Kindergarten students graduate. 

Currently focused on PSSAs and finishing out the year strong. The Worrall principal position has 

been posted and they hope to have a candidate 7/1/2018. 

• New Staff – Kelsy Sun will join us as a full time first grade teacher to replace Mrs. Johnston as 

she has decided to stay home with her three children. We also have a new special education 

assistant Effie Kazantzidis. 

• Thanks for the PSSA shirts and the Grip A Strip. 90% of the grip a strip has been installed.  

• 60th Anniversary Celebration – all are invited. Low key but should be fun. Ashley Bogden is 

collecting reports.  

Teacher’s Report: Thank you to Ms. Randi Rentz (Learning Support), Mrs. Cindy Petty (Gifted Support) 

and Mrs. Kristen Dercole (Speech Therapist) for joining us for this month’s meeting. 

Kindergarten: Kindergarten continues to work on letters, sounds, word families and sight words. They 

enjoy adding and subtracting numbers and love writing in their Journals. They are also learning about 

the environment, nature, plants and weather and are looking forward to Earth Day and planting seeds.  



1st grade: First graders are learning to tell time to the hour and half hour! Do you have any analog or 

digital clocks at home? First graders know the difference. We have begun a new unit in language arts 

and all of our literature selections focus on classifying and categorizing objects. Maybe our first graders 

can help sort items at home and label these collections. We are finishing up our Science Unit on Solids, 

Liquids and Gases. We are looking forward to some Spring like weather!  

2nd grade: The second graders have been very excited to learn all about money -coins and bills, their 

values, and how to add and subtract money amounts. In Language Arts we've been reading poems 

about nature and practicing comprehension strategies. We 're getting ready to begin our last Social 

Studies unit on economics and the environment. We're looking forward to the Spirit Days we've earned 

from the Scrip contest!  

3rd Grade: Third graders continue working hard and are making great progress with reading complex 

texts and responding to literature. Math classes are persevering through complicated multi-step 

problems and demonstrating the true grit that makes Worrall students the BEST! Students are looking 

forward to the PTO sponsored PSSA pizza party and the psyche T-shirts!  

4th grade: Fourth graders are ready for the PSSAs! We have learned everything we need to know to be 

successful on the assessment. We have continued to work very hard on math, language arts, and science 

test preparation materials. We will show what we know and do our best. We will make Worrall proud!  

Library: All classes are preparing for our author visit with Daniel Kirk on May 17. This month is National 

Poetry Month. Children are writing poems and doing a poetry exchange. Fifth graders have a lot of great 

questions, and are putting their "wonders" on our "Wonder Wall." Fourth graders finished inventor 

research projects, and are learning about reference materials. Third graders are acting as engineers as 

they design parachutes for animals. Second graders are learning the "library alphabet" from the book, "B 

is for Bookworm." First grader heard the story, "A Thing About Spring" by Daniel Kirk. They are putting 

all their "Spring" words on flowers. Kindergarten was very excited when our library bear, Meggie," woke 

up from hibernation! They didn't realize so many animals hibernate until they heard the story, "999 

Frogs Wake Up."  

Gifted Support: Second and third grade gifted support students are working on finishing a novel. We are 

anxious to see how our books end. We have been digging deep into the text analyzing significant details 

and patterns in order to gain a better understanding of the plot. Fourth and fifth graders just finished 

competing in the 2018 STEM Design Challenge. All teams did an amazing job and became better 

engineers as they worked through the engineering design process to complete their designs. Fourth 

grade teams created a device to save water during a shower ("Wasteless Water Reuser") and the other 

fourth grade team created a new dishwasher that saves water ("Water Whipper Washer"). Our fifth 

grade team developed a contraption for the refrigerator to reduce food waste called the "Multi-Layer 

Food Conveyor". This product is designed to move foods close to expiring to the front of the 

refrigerator. Way to go, teams!  

Since it is National Poetry Month, all fourth and fifth graders will be asked to try a Haiku poetry contest 

due this week. Good luck, Worrall! And, best of luck on the PSSA tests this month!  

 



Music: Music is a whirlwind of excitement! We have our May 8th, 7:00pm Fourth Grade Show, May 

25th, 9:30am, First and Second Grades Show, June 5th, 9:30am&  1:00pm Kindergarten Shows, the 

Centenarian Luncheon, Talent Show, Fifth Grade Reading Incentive Carnival, Earth Day Celebration, 

Worrall's 60th Celebration, etc ...  

Please check the website for more information!  

Please also feel free to email ldragonetti@mnsd.org!  

It is pleasure to be the Worrall music teacher!  

Art: 

Chalk pastel works of our natural world are wrapping up for grades 3, 4 and 5 as the use of color theory 

is applied to each student's art. The Birds of America, by John James Audubon has influenced the pieces 

created by our fifth graders. Students learned to build a sketch using posture lines and shapes to 

develop their images while applying complementary color pairs to their finished product. The results are 

striking!  

Arts and Literature meet for grades K-2 as Kindergarten students create symmetrical paintings to make 

colorful butterflies inspired by Eric Carte's, The Very Hungry Caterpillar. First grade is being introduced 

to author/illustrator Leo Leoni and his hero fish, Swimmy, as they explore shape and texture through 

printmaking this month, while our second grade begin to imagine, If the Dinosaurs Came Back, like 

author/illustrator, Bernard Most.  

The Art Show will be in on May 8th! Please contact me if interested in volunteering to set up the show. I 

will be installing works during conference hours. Parents interested in assisting with the process are 

welcome to stop in to lend a band. Hope to see you soon!  

E.L.: Our English Learners have been researching eagles. We are tracking various bald eagles in the wild. 

all across the country, via live cameras. Do you know how to tell the difference between male and 

female eagles? Females are larger. We were all surprised by that. We have grown especially fond of the 

Decorah, Iowa eagles. They have successfully hatched 3 eaglets this week!!! We are having so much fun 

observing their development. My, do they grow fast! Did you know that an eaglet will double its weight 

in about 2 days? We are fascinated watching the mom and dad take turns building the nest (called an 

aeries), incubating the eggs, hunting for food and feeding their young. 

 

President’s Report: 

• Headstrong – The event raised $7500 and Russell took home the trophy. We will look into doing 

it every other year. 

• Committees – We have a lot of openings next year. The list will be published. Please consider 

signing up. 

• Fundraisers – reminder there will be 5 food fundraisers allowed for the full year. Pretzel sales for 

the year is one fundraiser and this year’s sales will be over May 18th. Condier using another 

fundraiser for Big Buddy Breakfast. 

 



Treasurer’s Report:  

• We have made a great turn and are seeing profit. Currently netting about $9,000. 

• Nicole Nelson reports seeing profit on Worrall Wear after tlast push. 

• Mr. Beltrante informed us that the district and school will pay for Study Island this year, saving 

the PTO $4,000. 

Committee Reports: 

• Designer Bag Bingo – Sales coming along with 10 tables sold already. Have sponsors for 8/10 of 

the rounds. Denise to invite teachers and staff for $20 a ticket. PTO will look into replacing the 

wave playground piece with the profits from the event. There was also a request to look into 

sensory equipment and Ms. Rentz offered to help. 

• Joint PTO meeting – The school board will vote on the 2018-19 Academic Calendar at the next 

board meeting. They are contemplating moving spring break to Thurs, Fri and Monday rather 

than a full week to accommodate PSSAs. There is still no decision on the remaining snow day of 

the year and whether or not it will need to be made up. 

• 5th grade activities – All is moving along nicely. There are 14 kids who have yet to contribute 

their content to the scrap book and Mr. Beltrante will help to track them down. The class gift 

has been delivered.   

• Scrip – Tomorrow is the last day for SCRIP for March Madness. Kids should earn the PJ day since 

we added an extra week for snow days. Also, Giant A+ Rewards will be earning us $4,300 this 

year. The highest total to date. 

• Spirit Wear – There have been 25 orders placed and we’re officially out of headbands and youth 

socks. Nicole will continue to fill orders as they come in. We will host another store in the fall 

and consider putting Tigers on some of the merchandise. We will also bring kids t-shirts to the K 

orientation over the summer to sell to incoming students. 

Additional Update- 

• Mr. Beltrante shared that about 10 teachers, including himself, went to Cradles to Crayons to 

help package donations and that they found it very inspiring. We should consider additional 

drives for them in the future. New underwear and socks were of particular need. Mainly 

everything that is packaged up is delivered to Philadelphia families in need. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Next PTO meeting is May 16, 2018 at 7pm- hope to see you there. 

 


