
PTO Meeting minutes  

Wednesday February 8, 2017 at 7pm 

13 attendees  

 

Welcome  

 Call to order/introductions 

 January minutes approved  

Principal’s Report: 

 Green House – Mr. Beltrante plans to meet with Dr. Cary on Friday February 10th to 

discuss options for different types of greenhouse learning centers/stations. He will 

update us next month on their ideas. The Science Curriculum lead for the school 

already met with Mr. Beltrante and gave a lengthy list in ways the greenhouse or 

similar options would/could enhance their program.  

 Buddy Bench – Mr. Beltrante researched many types of benches. He would like to 

keep the price under 1000 dollars as there are plenty of options in that price point. 

He also discussed with Mrs. Israel types of paint that could be used on various 

bench surfaces so to find a paint that won’t easily wear off (the kids’ fingerprints will 

be painted onto the bench). The fifth grade would like to donate 300 dollars 

towards the bench as their class gift. The PTO would fund the remaining amount. 

More to come on which bench is purchased.  

 PSSA dates – This year testing is being completed in a slightly different time frame. 

Testing will start on Tuesday April 4th and be completed Friday the 7th. Spring break 

will then occur. Testing will resume 4/25-4/27 and then 4th grade will complete their 

science testing May 2nd and 3rd. A global connect message will be sent home soon 

with the dates. T-shirt designs are being looked into so that every student will get a 

PTO purchased shirt.  

Co-President’s Report: 

 The VP position is now open to nominations. Any interested person should contact a PTO 

member. Nominations will close at our next meeting in March. A vote, if necessary will occur 

in April.  

 Joint PTO updates – Per Dr. Cary we are not mandated to purchase spirit wear through 

Preferred. We can use any company that we choose. She requests that we continue to keep 

with the district colors of Black/Orange/White and preferably try to incorporate the MN 

logo.  

o On the topic of Spirit wear – Merrie S is going to take over spirit wear for the rest of 

the year. She is hoping to get a big order together for the spring. This will be done 

completely online through our vendor. She is looking for ideas for types of items of 

clothing parents/kids would like to see. Suggested were: headbands, a recycle shirt 

(we need to make sure it’s okay to utilize a color shirt other than orange/black, 



something the kids could wear on Wednesdays), women/girl fitted shirts, 

sweatshirts, and ear buds. Merrie is looking for a co-chair for this committee if 

anyone else is interested please let her know.    

 Joint PTO Updates cont’d – be on the lookout in the next student handbook for changes to 

the truancy laws. Also mentioned at the meeting was related to HS students; they are 

looking into not displaying the class rank# on transcripts/report cards. More information will 

be coming out about this as they decide on how to proceed. Some universities use this 

number and others don’t. Each PTO sponsors a student through the “Sponsor A Scholar” 

program. We should be on the lookout for a bill coming soon. If it does not state who our 

student is, or what payment installment we are on, we can contact June Didonato for more 

information.  Finally, when Dr. Cary was told about our “green initiative” in utilizing global 

connect to send our weekly newsletter home she was concerned that it would use too much 

broadband internet as it would be a large file. Interestingly, Mr. Beltrante tried to send a 

global connect this past week, however no one received the message as the file was likely 

too large. We need to re-think how we can use constant contact or directory spot to 

disseminate information. More to come.  

 It was requested that we look into an Awning for the Car line students to protect them from 

the elements.  Mr. Beltrante agreed to contact Mike Duman about possibilities/cost of a 

permanent structure awning. However, he was very concerned about students climbing 

poles/the awning to get onto the roof of the building. Safety is Mr. Beltrante’s primary 

concern. We will follow up next month.  

 Big Brother/Big Sister- we will hold another spring cleaning donation drive. It should be far 

enough away in time from the current Cradles to Crayons drive that is happening now. Last 

year we made approximately 250 dollars on donations.  

 Pizza Bingo – Thank you to the pizza bingo committee for their hard work on another fun 

event! 1,873$ was made at the event. The committee is going to look into the logistics of 

holding one session next year and utilizing the gym instead of the cafeteria.  

Teacher Liaison Reports – Thank you to Mrs. Van Son, Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Pollock for joining us!  

In addition to the rigorous academic programs offered at Worrall, please ask your children about: 

 Kindergarten: The Kindergarten students are looking forward to the 100th day of school and the 
Valentine’s Day parties. They are busy practicing letters and letter sounds with letter people. In 
Math the students are counting to 100 and writing numbers 1-20.  

 First Grade: First graders enjoyed their “Party like a Penguin” activities and Pizza Bingo Night in 
January. In math, we have been working with numbers up to 120. There are many counting 
activities on the First in Math website. We are just about ready to being our fourth reading 
book. The children can go on the Reading Wonders website for practice and review. In science, 
we are beginning our unit on matter.  

 Second Grade:  In second grade we are just beginning adding and subtracting three-digit 
numbers. We are continuing to work on reading and test-taking strategies in Language Arts. We 
are excited to begin a research project on rain and forests animals based on a text in our 
anthologies. The second graders loved Pizza Bingo and are looking forward to our Valentine’s 
Day parties later this week. 

  Third Grade: Third graders math continues to be rigorous and challenging, in a fun way.  
Students are working hard, and their hard work is certainly paying off, as they make great 
strides in their 3rd grade curriculum. Please encourage your child to continue to practice their 



math facts; and don’t forget to take advantage of STUDY ISLAND math and FIRST IN MATH from 
home. Both are valuable substitutes for video games! Students are “on board the reading bus!” 
3rd graders are encouraged to read 15+ minutes nightly, and to log their minutes on their School 
bus reading logs. We look forward to monitoring and celebrating our students’ reading progress! 
In science, our “junior geologists” are rocking out as they learn about the properties of rocks and 
minerals. Native American projects will soon be on display in our lobby, and as always, your kids 
are doing an amazing job on them! Thanks for all your support at home!  

 Fourth Grade: Fourth graders are continuing to learn useful reading strategies to help them in 
their everyday language arts curriculum, as well as in other subject areas. They are also 
expanding their knowledge about electricity in the hands-on unit of science and learning map 
skills in social studies through group activities. Math has been challenging our students with long 
division. Don’t forget to keep practicing those facts!! We have been talking about problem 
solving, and the students are practicing following the very important steps that we have 
learned.   

 Fifth Grade: Our PSSA prep is in full swing. We just finished our first Geometry Topic on Area 
and Perimeter. In social studies we are going to be researching the European Explorers.   

 Library: “Research” is a big topic in the library these days. Fifth graders just completed 
powerpoints and presented various tools they would use for research. Fourth graders are 
exploring various books and online sites to use for research. Third Graders are finishing an 
endangered animal project where they visited “Amazing Animals of the World,” an online site to 
learn why animals are endangered and what people are doing to save them. Second graders are 
learning about the “Super 3” (planning, doing and reviewing) as they complete a dinosaur 
project. First graders finished research on animal habitats. Kindergarteners are enjoying stories 
by favorite authors! 

 Music: Music classes are humming along! Kindergarten through 4th grade students are working 
on shows and songs. 5th Graders are learning to play piano in preparation for keyboarding at 
Paxon. (I can’t believe they are almost out of here!) In the next few days, the weekly rhythm 
challenge will be rolled out to the students. I look forward to seeing who can accomplish the 
challenge! 

 Art: 1st and 3rd grade are just about done different Chinese New Year Dragon projects. 
Kindergarten and 5th grade are working on very different textural clay projects, a pendant for 
kndg. and a box for 5th grade. 4th grade is working on a weaving and 2nd grade is about to begin 
an outer space project.  

 Gifted Support: Our 4th and 5th grade students just successfully submitted their exploravision 
project. The team created a future technology, called Buddy Bot, which is a robot designed to 
aid individuals suffering from depression. Results have not been announced yet, but we are 
hopeful for a win! Our 2nd and 3rd graders have been working tirelessly on their Genius Hour 
projects. We are anxious to finish them and move on to presentations.  

Treasurer Report  

 The year to date was presented in a handout.  The pizza bingo event was broken down on a 

separate event form for income/expenses to show our total profit of 1873.40. Party money that 

came in late (either handed in late or from new students) was handed out to the correct 

classroom parents.   

 

 

 



Committee Reports 
  

 MSA skate night – will be held 2/25 from 530pm-730pm. Tickets are on sale. They will be 10 

dollars in advance or 12 at the door. Approximately 80 people attended last year.  

 5th Grade activities update – 2/16 is Freddy’s night – come support the fifth grade class! We are 

happy to donate 300 dollars as our class gift towards the buddy bench that will be purchased.   

 SCRIP- March Madness – more to come! Look for a whole week of incentives and rewards for 

playing! Buy that SCRIP! 

 Headstrong – Flyers went home on how to purchase tickets today! The week of the event 

merchandise will be sold at lunches (and yes there will be capes!). If you don’t get your items at 

lunch they will also be on sale during the event. There will be a sign up genius link posted this 

week looking for volunteers. Just a reminder if you order tickets, you will receive a green 

bracelet. Your bracelet is your ticket so we encourage you to not wear this to school/or out until 

after the event so that you don’t lose it! The event is cash only. 

 Craft Fair- Rebecca Wzorek is organizing this event April 30th now to be held at Worrall 

Elementary. We can hold approximately 70 vendors. School communications have been sent out 

to families in search of vendors. This is on a first come first serve basis. Rebecca is also looking 

into selling flowers/plants at the fair since it is so close to mother’s day. Also the idea of a bake 

sale is being tossed around. More to come. 

 The PTO was recently told about an APP called Shoparoo. You take pictures of your receipts and 

submit them to the app. You gain points for every dollar you spend. Those points get turned into 

dollars for your school. Download the APP to learn more!   

  Adjourn  

Next PTO meeting is March 8, 2017 at 7pm – hope to see you there!  

 


