
Worrall Elementary School PTO Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

 

29 attendees, 2 teachers, 1 Principal 
 
Welcome 

• Call to order 
 
Principal’s Report 

• Calendar Review:  
o Sept 14 School Store 
o Sept 15 Character Ed Assembly 2:30, Family Movie Night 7-10 
o Sept 21 No School Religious Holiday 
o Sept 28 School Store 
o Sept 29 Big Buddy Breakfast (to be discussed) 
o Oct 5-6 Worrall Health Screenings 
o Oct 11 7pm Next PTO Meeting 

• Big Buddy Breakfast  
o As many know, we can no longer offer food at celebrations. Legally the school 

day runs from midnight to 30 minutes after school ends (3:50). We entertained 
various options, including having the cafeteria cater, but none worked out. 
Parents felt we should keep the event and offer beverages at the same date and 
time. The PTO board and the committee will work together to decide on a new 
name and approach. 

• Building Updates 
o New sidewalks in front, curb in the back and side walkway were installed over 

the summer. Potential for additional improvements to come. 
o All desktop computers have been removed. We now have 9 laptop carts and 

about 250 laptops throughout the school. 
o All baseboards throughout the building were painted black. We may soon be 

painting the building as well. 
o Current climbing ropes were inspected for safety and opportunity arose for 

school to procure 4 new black ropes. Mr. Penney opted for 2 with knots, 2 
without knots. 

• New Staff 
o Jessica Pollock joins us full-time as 3rd-4th grade learning support 
o Andrea Mogck is our new art teacher this year, in as a long-term substitute for 

Vickie Israel. 
o Jill Mascio has moved to teach 4th grade. 
o Susan Benner is a new nurse. 
o Dr. Cahill has returned from maternity leave. 
o Brittany Milia joins us as a long-term sub for Lauren Kobylarz. 
o Melissa Packman and Donna Alpini are now playground assistants. 
o Meredith Haltzman is our new building sub. 

 
President’s Report 

• Liz asked each of the new board members to introduce themselves.  

• New Volunteers are encouraged to go to the PTO website for information on clearances. 

• Back to School Night had a great turnout of about 350 people. Sign-up sheets were put 
out for homeroom captains and party volunteers. 

• Liz spoke about the impacts of the new Wellness policy. In addition to parties, this may 
have an impact on some of our after-school clubs. Snacks for those clubs will need to be 
offered after 3:50pm. 



• We’re excited to be part of the first MNSD event with Paxon, MNHS and the 4 
elementary schools. We put down a $200 deposit from Worrall for the event. The school 
representatives decided on the lowest rate tickets ($18-25) with the biggest section and 
chose to not make this a fundraiser. Worrall will have about 67 seats and all ordering 
will be online. 80 kids (20 from each elementary school) will be chosen by a random 
lottery (by the 76ers reps) to participate in high five tunnels. All attendees will also be 
able to attend a pre-game warm up on the first level. We are waiting on Dr. Cary’s 
approval for the flyer and then it will be distributed within the school. Ordering window 
will be about 3-4 weeks. 

• Trunk or Treat committee folded from last year so Liz is looking for new committee 
members to help her run it. There will no longer be a 5K, but there may be a 1-mile fun 
run. Cost of the event was discussed. It was proposed that cars be invited to register for 
Trunk or Treat for free with the best decorated car will be given a $25 gift card. It was 
also suggested that the PTO should sponsor activities and a moon bounce to make it a 
fun, free event for our kids. A food truck can be invited to come and parents will have 
the option to purchase food from the truck, with a percentage of proceeds given to the 
PTO. We will need to move the date of the event as we’ve learned we can no longer do 
Sunday events at the schools. PTO board to discuss go forward plan. 

• Nicole offered to donate her family’s timing equipment for use if we decide to add a 5K 
in the spring. 

 
Teacher Liaison Reports – Thank you to our 5th grade teachers Mrs. Linda Rosenberg and Mrs. 
Ashley Bogdan for joining us. 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten is off to a great start! The students are becoming familiar with all the routines and 
procedures that we follow. They have made many new friends and are excited and happy to 
work together. 
 
First Grade 
We are so proud of our first graders! The first two weeks have been exciting for all of us. The 
children are learning the routines and procedures of our classrooms and all students have found 
their desks; lockers and cubbies! The first month of school is a time for us to get to know all of 
the children so that we can best meet all of their needs. We look forward to learning more 
about each child and we know this year will be great. 
 
Second Grade 
Welcome back to Worrall, Second Graders! We have a few new families joining Worrall this year 
and we know they feel very welcome already. We have been doing many “get to know you 
activities” to start the school year and build our classroom communities. In Math we are 
beginning our first topic in addition and subtraction. In Language Arts we have been exploring 
writing and sharing the book, What Do You Do With An Idea and Ish. Next week we begin our 
formal Reading Wonders’ Anthology, as well as sight words, vocabulary and phonics’ skills. We 
look forward to a great year! 
 
Third Grade 
Our new students have made a smooth transition into 3rd grade and are off to a great start! 
Please remember to check assignment books nightly to help students get into a good routine 
with homework assignments. Thanks for your support at home! We looking forward to another 
great year! 
 
Fourth Grade 
Fourth grade is off to a great start! We are lucky to have Mrs. Mascio joining our team this year! 



The students are learning the routines of the school day. It’s been a lot of fun getting to know 
each other. We are all looking forward to a wonderful school year! 
 
 
Fifth Grade 
There are so many things to look forward to in fifth grade. One thing that fifth graders have the 
privilege of doing is signing up for school jobs. There is much to be done, and they are a big part 
of why Worrall School is so successful. Fifth graders are helping out the school with their new 
jobs that they started this week. The kids have the following jobs around the school: 
kindergarten helper – helps Mrs. T get her students ready for the day and reads to them, recycle 
ranger – collects & disposes of recycled materials, gym helper – assists Mr. Penney with 
gathering & Setting up gym equipment, reading helper – assists Mrs. Sarkissian with reading 
materials, MN Ambassador – assists English language learners by reinforcing new words with 
flashcards and games, playground helper – helps Mrs. Dragonetti collect playground equipment 
that was accidentally left on the playground, photographer – takes pictures at assemblies and 
around the school, library helper – helps Mrs. Palmer with sharpening of pencils and checking in 
books, and laptop cart helper – checks the laptop carts to make sure all of the laptops are 
returned and are plugged in to recharge. They are taking their responsibilities very seriously and 
are already feeling good about helping out. 
 
Gifted Support  
What a great start to the school year! Students are motivated and ready to work. We have been 
working on setting goals for the year as well as discussing ways to celebrate acts of kindness. We 
are embarking upon our first writing competition this week, and students have a few weeks to 
complete it. Thanks for your continued support! 
 
Music 
Happy New School Year! It is a pleasure to be back working with my favorite musicians! This 
year we hope to accomplish a great deal. Our Worrall students are off to a great start and 
setting their own goals in music. If we believe, then we can achieve! WE will have many great 
events happening during the course of the year! Stay tuned! If you ever need to contact me, 
please do not hesitate to call or email. ldragonetti@mnsd.org or 6103594300 x7405. Thanks! 
 
Library 
What a wonderful start we have had in the Library! The students are already checking out books 
this week, and are anxious to see what’s new. Our motto for the year is, “There is more treasure 
in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.” (Walt Disney). This year, some of our 
classes will participate in STEM activities in a makerspace in the Library. Our Book Fair is coming! 
Please save the dates of 11/13 to 11/17, with family night on Wednesday 11/15. If anyone can 
help shelve book any morning, please contact me. We are so excited about all the activities we 
have planned this year! Thank you for supporting the Worrall Library! 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Rebecca Wzorek presented the 2017-2018 Board Approved Budget. Goal of every non-
profit is to break even between expenses and profits so we’ve put together a balanced 
budget. We have added money for capital improvements for the school that John 
Beltrante mentioned at the last PTO meeting in May (playground improvements or 
awning). Board will look to revise budget based on event changes discussed at tonight’s 
meeting. 

• Dues forms were not distributed in all classrooms in week one so dues are coming in 
slowly. Rebecca will run a report next week and begin to send out letters to any families 
who have not responded. Rebecca informed parents that even though the cost is $20 
per child this year she is manually taking out $8 per child on the backend for party dues. 

mailto:ldragonetti@mnsd.org


The board agreed to rethink the cost structure for families that have three or more kids 
attending Worrall at the same time due to concerns voiced that the price becomes 
harder to manage for larger families. 

 
Committee Reports 

• Fifth Grade: The Fifth grade hosted four fundraisers over the summer – Unos, Ritas, 
Chipotle and a car wash. They have been paid for two so far. They are working on 
setting up many more events and specifics will follow. Ideas mentioned include 
Applebees, Bowling, iFly, A Casa Pizza, Stocks pound cakes, Yankee Candle. They are also 
thinking about setting up a GoFundMe account. In addition, the Amorosos have agreed 
to donate 20% of all sales from a night at their restaurant La Padela. They may choose to 
do another spirit wear sale later in the year depending on profits from the sale open 
now (as of 4PM 9/13 there were only 22 orders placed). Christina Carafa will be setting 
up a meeting for all of the 5th grade parents to discuss the planned activities. Dates to 
follow.  

• Tears and Cheers: Merrie reported that both sessions of Tears and Cheers went well. 
She questioned if the board should run this event moving forward given the content. 
Feedback was shared that focus should be placed on welcoming new parents of upper 
class students as well as K parents in the future and that parents should be encouraged 
to introduce themselves. It was decided to discuss approach closer to next year’s event. 

• Homeroom Captains: All classes now have a Homeroom Captain. Meridith DiCicco 
agreed to sign up for Mrs. Nicholson’s class at the meeting. 

• Family Movie Night: Weather is a concern for family movie night. Rebecca Wzorek to 
give contact info of Rebecca Miller to the company. Rebecca W to check on the 
rescheduling fee and to let Leah Patterson know the tip that was paid last year (Leah will 
have cash on hand). Pre-popped popcorn has been purchased and will be bagged the 
day of the event. Lemonade and water will be provided and cups will be used from the 
PTO closet. 

• SCRIP: Danielle DiRocco reminded everyone that SCRIP is a no-cost fundraiser that 
everyone can get involved in. She encourages everyone to contact her for cards, 
especially fifth grade parents to get their kid’s trips paid for. There will be 2 holiday sales 
upcoming. There is no school on Sept 21 but orders will be accepted on Wed Sept 20 
and Danielle will package orders at home and deliver them to school Friday Sept 22. 
There will be a special incentive for all orders in the month of October – anyone who 
orders will get their name entered into a raffle for a chance to win a $25 gift card of 
their choosing. Additionally, details went home about a new online service called Presto 
Pay that enables instant scrip purchases. Payments are made via ACH deduction using a 
Visa or Mastercard Debit Card. Parents will need to setup and verify accounts with 
Danielle but it’s a short process.  

• Giant A+ Rewards: signup window has begun. Danielle can no longer sign families up as 
the program administrator. If you signed up before, you do not need to re-register. 
Proceeds will be collected from all shopping at Giant from mid-October to mid-March. 

• Craft Fair: Rebecca Wzorek has contacted all vendors who participated in last year’s 
craft fair and already has vendors signing up. She would love to open up a few tables for 
Worrall sales – potentially Spiritwear or Yankee Candle by the fifth grade. She needs to 
form a committee to help organize the event with a special focus on advertising. 

• McDonald’s Night: we will shoot for the 3rd or 4th week of October for this year’s Worrall 
Night at McDonald’s. Details to follow. 
 

 
Adjourn 


