
 

 

Worrall Elementary School PTO Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

 
21 attendees, 3 teachers, 1 Principal 

 
Welcome 

• Call to order 
 
Principal’s Report 

• Mrs. Sturdivant introduced herself and talked about how great it is be here at Worrall. 
• Calendar Review:  

o Sept 13 Back to School Night 
o Sept 14 International Dot Day for 1st grade 
o Sept 21 Movie Night 
o Sept 26 5th grade parent meeting  
o Sept 28  Big Buddy Breakfast 8am 
o Oct 25 MNSD Curriculum Meeting 7-8:30pm 

• New Staff 
o Nina Marczyk is our new Kindergarten teacher. 
o We have two new assistants as well: Alicia Cammarota and Maria Thompson. 

We are also interviewing for one more opening. 
 
Teacher Liason Reports – Thank you to Mrs. Larysa Dragonetti (music), Mr. Frank Long and Mr. 
Sean O’Donovan (third grade) for joining us. 

• Mrs. Dragonetti welcomed parents, new and old. She shared how at summer session 
the teachers talked about how integral parents are to the school, and thanked us for our 
involvement with our kids.  

• Mr. O’Donovan noted this was his first PTO meeting. He shared the kids have hit the 
ground running and mentioned the onset of tiger tokens as an incentive for the right 
behaviors. He spoke about 3rd grade taking a family approach to the school year.  

• Mrs. Sturdivant shared that she would go into more detail about the Worrall Way and 
the role of tiger tokens in reinforcing it at Back to School Night. 

• Mr. Long shared this is his 31st year teaching and that he loves being at Worrall because 
it is a wonderful community school. He said the parents are the reason and thanked us. 

 
Kindergarten 
Here are some first week highlights from our amazing Kinder Tigers: 

• We read Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and enjoyed singing to the story on theSmartboard 
while doing certain gestures. 

• We made coconut trees while talking about few versus many. 
• We learned about how we should act to follow the Worrall Way with a special visit from 

Mrs. Sturdivant. 
• We've taken stretch breaks with Five Little Monkeys, Head/Shoulders/Knees & Toes, If 

You Love Kindergarten and You Know It Clap Your Hands, and more. 
• We put ourselves in alphabetical order by singing the ABC's and focusing on the "special 

letter" that starts our names. 
• We reviewed body parts while starting a special monkey craft. 
• And most importantly, we have been making new friendships ... some that will last the 

year and maybe even a few that will last a lifetime! 
 
 



 

 

First Grade 
First grade is having a great time back at school! We are learning about the Worrall Way (We are 
safe, We are responsible, We are Respectful), and earning lots of Tiger Tokens! First graders are 
learning how to be kind friends to one another, and having lots of fun learning about counting 1-
20, and ordinal numbers. First grade is reviewing letter sounds and learning about sight words as 
well. We are making lots of new friends, and having lots of fun as well! Thank you for all that you 
do, and we hope to see you at Back to School Night! 
 
Second Grade 
The second grade students are happy to be back at Worrall. This year, we welcomed a few new 
families to second grade too. Thank you families for sending in all of the student and classroom 
supplies. The children have enjoyed sharing their adventures this past summer and are getting 
to know their classmates as we build classroom communities. The new school Worrall Way Tiger 
Tickets have been a positive addition to continually building the importance of safety, 
responsibility and respectfulness. We are off to a happy 2018-2019 year! 
 
Third Grade 
Third graders have been spending a lot of time getting to know routines, and more importantly, 
each other. It's been a fun week and our students have made a smooth transition as we dive 
into our Math and Language Arts. Please remember to check assignment books to help students 
get into a good routine with assignments. Thanks for all of your support at home! We look 
forward to working in partnership with you to create a meaningful and memorable elementary 
school experience for your child. See you at back to school night! 
 
Fourth Grade 
Fourth grade is off to a great start! The students are learning the routines of the  
school day. It's been a lot of fun getting to know each other. We are all looking forward to a 
wonderful school year! Thank you in advance for your support at home as we work together. 
We hope to see you tomorrow at Back to School Night! 
 
Fifth Grade 
Fifth grade students are excited about having jobs around the school. Some of the jobs involve 
helping out in the gym, the library, kindergarten room, and art room. Other jobs involve 
collecting and disposing of recycled paper, checking laptop carts at the end of the day, being a 
helper to the reading specialist, playground clean-up crew, and the newly created safety 
position. They are looking forward to showing how responsible they are. We are looking forward 
to a happy and productive year! 
 
Art:  
"A line is just a dot that went for a walk" -Paul Klee 
If we can draw a dot, it is a starting place ... from there anything can happen! Our first grade will 
be "making their marks" in the Library this Friday as Art and Literature are combined to illustrate 
the importance of perseverance through Peter Reynold's book, The Dot. Stay tuned for this 
display in the upcoming weeks! Fourth grade students are also starting to make artwork using 
colorful dots as they are inspired to draw lines by not drawing lines, but instead using only color 
and shape as artist Sonia Delaunay did in her rhythmic paintings. Looking forward to another fun 
year with our Worrall Artists! Please visit the Art Room (Room 4) on Back to School Night. There 
will be a sign up sheet for any Parent Art Volunteers, We could really use your help! 
amogck@mnsd.org for any questions. 
 
Gym:  
Welcome Back! I am very excited for the start of the school year! In gym class, grades 3-5 are 



 

 

starting the year off with a fun indoor/outdoor soccer unit. We are off and running with a skills 
circuit so far in the gym. In the lower grades, we are working on chasing and fleeing games, 
personal vs. general space and locomotor skills. In Health class, all grades will be starting the 
year off with a lesson on physical fitness so set us up for a happy and healthy soon. Updates will 
be on the way soon! 
 
Library:  
Welcome! The library is buzzing with the promise of lots of STEM activities for students. We 
began the year talking about "Libra1y Happiness" and book care. This month is library card sign-
up month.so please stop by your public libraries and sign up for a library card for yourself and 
your children. The Scholastic Book Fair will be November 12 to November 16. We will have a 
family event on Wednesday, November 14, in the evening. If anyone can help shelve books in 
the mornings, please contact me at gpa.lmer@mnsd.org.  
 
Music:  
Welcome Back! We are off to a great starts and excited about instruments! This year will feature 
recorders, keyboards, ukuleles, vocals, percussion and so much more! I look forward to sharing 
the updates regarding student progress via our monthly Worrall PTO report. Most people dream 
of meeting their favorite musicians. I teach mine! If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to reach out to me at ldragonetti@mnsd.org.  
 
Instrumental Music: Welcome Back! The 4th and 5th grade students who play an instrument will 
be having their first lessons on Thursday and Friday this week! Please make sure to send your 
student in with their instrument and lesson book. If you rented an instrument from Zeswitz, the 
instrument will be given out at our first lesson. We are looking forward to getting back into the 
swing of things and making great music together this year. If you have any questions please 
don't hesitate to e-mail me at lquackenbush@mnsd.org  
 
Gifted:  Welcome Back! It has been an exciting start to the school year! This week we discussed 
the importance of setting attainable goals for the school year (both academic and personal). As 
of now, the Seminar calendar has not been finalized, but l will send it out as soon as it is 
completed. I hope to see you on Back to School Night. I will be in the library with information 
folders. Thank you for your support!  
 
ELL: Hello! Xin chao! It is fantastic to see our English Learners return from summer  
break! It is also wonderful to welcome new students and their families to Worrall's English 
Language Learner Program. Together we will share, learn, and growl If you have any questions 
or concerns, please email me at pscal.pato@).mnsd.org 
 
 
President’s Report 

• Christine introduced this year’s board members. She also thanked those who had signed 
up as volunteers for the open spots in our committees. She noted there are still open 
spots for those interested in volunteering. 

• Movie Night 
o Movie will start at 7:15 and we have 200 bags of Herr’s Popcorn – thanks to 

Rebecca Miller for picking it up.  
o Christine opened up the floor for movie ideas. The two board suggestions were 

Honey I Shrunk the Kids and Coco. Group decided to go with Honey I Shrunk the 
Kids. 

o Last year some safety concerns were raised. We have hired a police office to 
help monitor the kids. Ask that parents also keep a close eye on children to keep 



 

 

them off the swings and the playset. Announcement will be made at the start of 
the movie. 

• Back to School Night: Nicole Nelson will be setting up a table to sell the Worrall Wear 
stock we have – cash or check. Talking about potentially doing another sale in 
November. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Rebecca Wzorek presented the 2018-2019 Board Approved Budget. The figures are 
based on the last few years of activity. If anyone has questions, feel free to raise with 
Rebecca. 

• MySchool Anywhere: we are collecting a lot of dues sales through the app. Parents have 
been liking the app. Our Subscription is almost up for Directory Spot and then MSA will 
become our sole directory. One neat feature is you can email through MSA to select 
classes. 

 
Committee Reports 

• Tears and Cheers: There was not a great turnout this year – only a few families and 
mainly Kindergarten. Consideration for next year is to setup a tent and do it on the 
playground outside of the Kindergarten door. Mrs. Dragonetti suggested that we should 
continue to do it even if turnout is low because it is a kind gesture to parents. 

• Homeroom Captains: Signups will be in the classrooms tomorrow night at Back to School 
night. Parties will still not have food. Mrs. Sturdivant to look into whether or not we can 
allow kids to bring a personal snack for parties instead, 

• Fifth Grade: Parent Meeting scheduled for 9/26 at 7pm. Checking in on when we can 
start pretzel sales. Hoping for this week.  

• SCRIP: Danielle DiRocco reminded everyone that SCRIP is a no-cost fundraiser that 
everyone can get involved in. She encourages everyone to contact her for cards, 
especially fifth grade parents to get their kid’s trips paid for. She sold SCRIP all summer 
to a few people and Merrie will present details at Back to School Night. Confirmed that 
SCRIP cards are only delivered on Thursdays. Danielle will hand over SCRIP to Megan 
Slipakoff  December 31.  

• Giant A+ Rewards: signup window has begun. Last year we made about $4000. If you 
signed up before, you do not need to re-register. Proceeds will be collected from all 
shopping at Giant from mid-October to mid-March. You’ll also now see on your receipt 
how much you’ve raised. 

• Holiday Shoppe: Hanukkah falls December 2nd and idea was raised to move the sale to 
Nov 27, 28 and 29 so that all families can share in the gifts. Mrs. Sturdivant to look into 
the dates but likes the idea. She asked if we could meet in October to discuss more 
details, including the idea that the older children help the younger ones with their 
shopping. We could also speak to the HS National Honor Society to see if we can get 
volunteer hours. Students need to do a certain number of hours to maintain their 
status. 

• Adult Social: there are some new ideas. Barnaby’s has said they won’t honor the rate 
from last year, but it is nice to go there and not have to set up the venue. We will 
discuss the plans at the October meeting. 

• Trunk or Treat: the Halloween Parade and parties will be on October 26 as will Trunk or 
Treat. Liz Chilberti is running it. Mrs. Dragonetti is hoping to do the 5th grade haunted 
house again. Discussion around food – there are a few food trucks we’ll look into. 

 
Other 

• Party dates: Friday December 21st for Holiday/Winter party; Thursday Feb 14th for 
Valentine’s Day party (before the 4 day weekend). 



 

 

• 5th Grade Jobs: Concern was raised that some 5th graders feel like they are losing jobs, so 
they might be interested in helping with the Holiday Shoppe. Mrs. Sturdivant shared 
that the Safety Squad was added this year, so there should not be fewer jobs. There is a 
scheduling conflict with one of the K classes.  

• Birthday Bulletin Board: August and September is up. Send in your photos! 
 

 
Adjourn 


