
PTO Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday May 16, 2018 

22 attendees, 3 teachers, 1 principal, 1 school board member 
 
Welcome 
 Call to order/introductions 
 Leonard Alteri walking around handing out cards 
 April minutes approved 
 
Principal Report:  

• Calendar – 

• May 
o 16 PTO meeting 7:00pm 
o 17 visiting author, Daniel Kirk 
o 18 5th grade trip-Massey House 

4th grade trip-Paper Mill 
o 21 Phillies night   7:00pm 
o 22 5th grade visits Paxon Hollow 
o 23 3rd grade-centenarian Luncheon  
o 24 5th grade trip – Philadelphia 

5th grade parents visit Paxon Hollow 
o  25 Noon dismissal-Pm kindergarten reports 

1st and 2nd grade show 
o 28  No school (memorial day) 
o 30 Volunteer Breakfast  8:15am Library 

 

• June 
o 1 Field day/family cookout 
o 4 “Meet the instrument” night at Russell 630-8:00 
o 5 Kindergarten End of Year Celebration 
o 6 5th grade trip-Brandywine 

2nd grade trip-Academy of Natural Science 
o   11 1st grade trip- Tyler Arboretum 

Talent Show  1:30pm 
o 12 1st/2nd grade trip-Ridley Park 
o 14 Noon dismissal-Am Kdgn reports 

5th grade promotion 
o 15 Noon dismissal-Pm Kdgn reports 

5th grade memory book party 
Report Cards Distributed 

• Mr. Beltrante says congratulations to DBB on a job well done 

• He talked about the playground piece-found out it is called a Play Motion X Wave 2 by accent.  
There was a concern from Donna Alpini about the safety of the piece and where kids put their 
hands on it in the grooves, worried someone will get hurt. Mr Beltrante said he got a quote of 
$6500 but not sure how accurate that is because there was no date on that.  We need an 
estimate on removal and installation. He suggested we talk to whoever fills in for him in 
September about the playground.  He informed us it is installed by the maker not the district.  



• The sensory equipment for next year that Nicole Nelson sent. Donna asked about possibly 
replacing the wave.  Discussed adding the sensory equipment the following year and making 
that be what we fundraise for at DBB next year.  It was said that we can possibly accommodate 
both the wave and a sensory piece of equipment.  

• Family Cookout: putting a sign up genius for volunteers and Mr Beltrante can get a grill for it and 
he will put in a work order to have it delivered the day before. 

 

• Teacher’s Report: Thank you to Mrs Maureen Leon(3rd grade), Mrs Jill Mascio(4th grade) and MS 
Lisa Dowd(4th grade) for joining us for this month’s meeting. 
 

• Kindergarten: The kindergarten students continue to practice for the end of year performance 
scheduled for Tuesday June 5. They enjoy working on Letter People activities to review letters 
and sounds and many are beginning to read!  The students are excited about the Tyler 
Arboretum presentation on Thursday June 10 entitled, “Incredible Insects”.  The 
Kindergarteners are also looking forward to all the other fun activities scheduled in May and 
June.  
 

• 1st Grade: First graders are readers! The children have worked very hard this year to develop 
their reading and comprehension skills.  Their hard work has paid off and they are now reading 
up a storm.  In science, the students are building aquariums and terrariums for a variety of 
organisms.  This is their favorite science unit! We are looking forward to our June trip to Tyler 
Arboretum and other end of the year activities.  
 

• 2nd grade: Wow are we excited about our butterfly unit!  The children are making observations 
ad learning about butterfly life cycle.  We are reviewing math concepts and doing a “Step-up” 
into Third Grade.  We have come so far in our searching for details in nonfiction text selections 
and becoming skilled reading detectives.  We are looking forward to our Field Trip to the 
Academy of Natural Sciences and all end of year activities! 
 

• 3rd grade: We are so proud of our third graders. They worked very hard and persevered through 
their first PSSA’s and reported that they felt very well prepared and that the PSSA’s were “easy!”  
They certainly enjoyed having the extra recesses and minimal homework.  Thank you, the PTO, 
for the pizza party and T-shirts.  Parents can continue to expect nightly math and language arts 
homework, as we continue to prepare our 3rd graders for 4th grade.  Finally, we are looking 
forward to our upcoming centenarian performances, as well as all of the other fun end of the 
year experiences.  Thank you for all of your continued support and cooperation throughout this 
school year.  
 

• 4th grade:Fourth graders worked extremely hard on the PSSAs!  All should be congratulated on a 
job well done.  WE are looking forward to our upcoming field trip to the Paper Mill House, along 
with other end of the year activities!  We are all aboard the Northeast train tour again in social 
studies, where we are continuing to learn about some important places in our Northeast.  We 
are also working on our notetaking skills throughout this chapter.  The students are looking 
forward to researching a state and designing a power point about it! 
 

• 5th grade: Fifth graders are starting their last science unit on Ecosystems.  We are making 
terrariums and aquariums.  The terrariums will house crickets and isopods.  The aquariums will 



have mosquito fish and snails.  Everyone is very excited and looking forward to bringing them 
home at the end of the year.  We are also getting ready for all of our class trips(Philadelphia, 
touring Paxon Hollow, Massey House, and Brandywine Picnic Park).  The year will end with 
awards given out at our promotion ceremony. 
 

• Gifted Support:The results of the Totem Head Writing contests came in and Worrall has three 
semi-finalists: Zoe Weiner, Elliot Homel and Ellie Chiliberti.  All three students will be judged 
once again and will hopefully earn a finalist spot for their age group.  Best of luck to Zoe, Elliot 
and Ellie!  Students in grades 3, 4 and 5 are wrapping up Seminar projects and will be presenting 
their final creations to their class on the last day of Seminar.  If any parent would like to find a 
new home for any K’nex, Legos, or Dominos, Mrs Palmer and I would be more than happy to 
take them off of your hands.  We are working on Maker Space planning for next year.  Thank 
you for all of your support. 
 

• Library:We couldn’t be more excited to welcome visiting author, Daniel Kirk, to Worrall on May 
17!  The students have been reading his books, and love “Library Mouse” series and “Rhino in 
the House.”  Internet safety is a big topic in our classes this month!  Our fifth graders are 
completing their 5th STEM challenge (creating trees from newspapers)!  They are learning to 
collaborate and communicate as they take on our “Engineering Design Process.”  We celebrated 
“poem in your pocket” during the month of April.  Many of our students are talented poets!  If 
you have any K’nex, Legos or Dominos you would like to donate to the library for Maker Space 
next year, Mrs Petty and I would be most grateful!! Thanks so much! 
 

• Music: Evening of the Arts! Wow!What a great night!  The performances in the lobby were 
superb! The fourth grade show as wildly entertaining!  The band and Orchestra performances 
and Artwork displayed…Amazing Night!  Thanks for coming out and celebrating the talent, 
creativity and magnificence of our children! We still have so much more to do!  Our third 
graders are performing for the Delaware County Annual Centenarian Luncheon on May 23rd.  
Our first and second graders have a show on May25th.  We have a Meet the Instrumetns Night 
on June 4th.  The kindergarten Shows are on June 5th.  The talent show is June11th and we have 
our End of the Year assembly on June 15th.  If you have any questions about any of the 
mentioned events, please email lgragonetti@mnsd.org.  Thank you for your support and for 
providing the talent! 
 

• Art: Congratulations to all our Worrall Artist!  It is so amazing to see all the children’s beautiful 
works line our hallways!!  Many thanks to our staff and parents for lending a helping hand with 
the process. We would like to enjoy the artwork for as long as possible, and will be sending 
pieces home in the upcoming weeks; ceramic artworks may arrive home sooner.  It has been an 
amazing year!  I am so grateful to have had an opportunity to work with all our wonderful 
Worrall Artists! 
 

 

VP Report:  

• Field day is June 1st and if you want to volunteer there is a meeting May 30th at 3:00pm in the 
gym. If you can’t make the meeting but want to help out contact Mr Penny at 
cpenney@mnsd.org 

mailto:lgragonetti@mnsd.org
mailto:cpenney@mnsd.org


• New Board members:  Rebecca Wzorek staying on as treasurer and Krissi Convery the Vice 
President 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

• DBB netted over 10,000.  If you have any feedback feel free to let us know.  We were hoping 
next year to get some staff there. 

• Year to date financials: we have netted $14,571.97 
 
Committee Reports: 

• 5th grade activities: Everything is basically done.  We have fund raised enough that everything 
will be funded 100%.  Our first trip is this Friday 

• Scrip: we have 2 more weeks of the scrip contest and we are still waiting on the Aplus check. 

• Christine: Laura wanted to thank everyone who helped and volunteered for staff week and to 
those who donated.   

 
School Board Member: Leonard Alteri 

• Talked a little about himself telling us he is a product of the district and he graduated in 2008 
and went to West Chester University and graduated in 2012. 

• Budget of 2.4% Act Index which tells them how much they can’t go above when raising school 
taxes. So it was voted to not go over the 2.4% but they can go below just not above. 

• The fiscal calendar is July1-June30 

• New: Summer Learning Academy for 1st-5th but it is invitation only. It is for those that need extra 
help and it is only for general education students not special education because they already get 
extended school year. 

• Calendar: the board was given 3 options to vote on and they voted for Spring break to be only 3 
days the Thursday, Friday and Monday and this is to give everyone 183 school days and by law 
they only need 180 days.  One rational was because of the PSSA’s window.  He mentioned that 
he is the only board member that sat through the PSSA testing because of his young age.  We 
can’t have 6 snow days because of the fact that teachers are only contracted to work 192 days.  
He said they will take already scheduled days off first instead of snow days. So they would take 
Presidents day if it snowed in early Febuary instead of using a snow day. 

• Demographics and planning for Cardinal Crossings education spec: how can we use the space we 
already have for education purposes? 

• Capacity: we are getting tight. Culbertson is the tightest as of right now.  

• Questions: 
o What is the bubble(max of students in class): This district doesn’t have a cut off they 

look at the individual class and take input from the teacher and principal. Someone 
mentioned that they were worried about our third grade going into 4th grade because 
the third grade classes are already so large and if they get new incoming students for 
next year what will happen in 4th grade? He said there have been summers where they 
have had to hire new teachers and they watch the numbers over the summer. 

o Will 5th grade go to Paxon next year? : No that is not true that goes with the capacity 
study. If that happens and it could it will not be next year possibly a few years down the 
road. If these students go to Paxon could that fix the overflow issue(kindergartners 
getting overflowed to another school) and he said it should make space for other 
teachers. 



o How much does the percent capacity go up: Not sure but we have a bunch of places 
being build so we may change are growing such as Ellis Preserve, Merwood and Cardinal 
Crossing. 

o Dr Cary and her contract what is the plan? : Under school code the superintendent is 
considered commissioned so either 1 year contract or 3 year contract(hers ends June 
30th 2018). In the last 6 months of the contract you need to let people know what the 
plan is either tell them we are keeping, we are looking, or it automatically renews if 
nothing has been said by January 30th.  

o Did anyone get hired for Bell? : they had their first round of interviews and the second 
round was either today or next week he can’t remember. Board is not involved until 
after the second round. The top 3 will be presented to the board.  There is no panel as of 
now but they could have one 

o Back to calendar if a day is taken and plans are already made what happens? : Same 
process as always you have to put in for exempt days.  The way snow days are going to 
be used? We will use already scheduled holidays before using built in snow days such as 
Presidents Day or MLK day. Will the snow days then be given back if they weren’t 
needed? No   When it comes to snow days if there is an expected snow storm the 
superintendents have a conference call and they usually make the decision together. We 
also consult the police departments.   The reason we canceled on the day of the Eagles 
parade was for economical reasons. It was compared to the 2008 world series and over 
1/3 of kids were out as well as teachers and bus drivers and they had a hard time finding 
subs for all involved.   

o IS there any talk of school starting before labor day?   That has never been discussed at 
length in this district. 

o Is streaming the school board meetings possible?  He thinks “website we have is a 
disgrace” and said you can quote me on that.  There is a streaming unit at the high 
school and paxon and the streaming service we had fell apart and it expires end of this 
year.  He does desire to have Board meetings streamed.   

o Lack of communication asked about.  He said communication has been lacking and he’s 
been on the board for 5.5 years and has gone to each PTO meeting each year but only 
made it to 4 this year out of 6 schools.   

o What else is being done about the lack of communication such as the Mr Beltrante 
issue? He said basically because the website sucks that this is the reason for lack of 
communication.  Said we didn’t get notice about Mr Beltrante because of the website 
and someone mentioned that doesn’t make sense but nothing was said after that. 

o He mentioned that if you ever send an email to Dr Cary to make sure to CC the board 
president and vice president.  

o Feel free to email him and give him time to respond if he needs to look up the correct 
information. 

 
 

  


